


Packing

Now it's time to pack your suitcase. Packing smart pays off and
keeps you comfortable in the long run—rain or shine. Make sure
you're checking the weather reports and are aware of current tem-
peratures and conditions. Factor in packing more socks and under-
wear than days; bring your rig, helmets, goggles, visual and audible
altimeters, jumpsuit and clothes for jumping and for the evening
events, along with an extra outfit in case you need to layer. Do not
forget cosmetics, sandals, bathing suit and a towel—you never know
when you might need them. It's also a good idea to bring along extra
stow bands, pull-up cords and closing loops. Snacks and candy are
lifesavers in between loads, so if you can find the room, pack some.
Ensure you have your driver’s license, USPA membership card, log
book and reserve repack card.

If you're flying, it's good to have the AAD
X-ray photo that you can obtain from the
manufacturer’s website. It also helps to have \
the Transportation Security Administration /'.'
(TSA) printout that explains that parachutes J
are allowed as carry-on luggage (found at
www.uspa.org under USPA Members/Membership/ >
Travel). The USPA site also has great information about -~
traveling with your rig that is worth reviewing.

The last time you pack your rig before going to the boogie, make
sure your hands do not have any sort of fuel, hand cream, bleach or
pesticide on them, as those ingredients may trigger the TSA personnel
to scrutinize your rig further. Then put your rig, log book, TSA printout
and X-ray card in a gear bag; it is worth the $60 investment to have
one. Get to the airport earlier than you normally would so you'll have
time to get through security checks and possible TSA searches.
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Orientation

You survived the journey and have made it to the boogie ... now
what? Check in at manifest, present your rig for inspection along with
your USPA membership card, log book and repack card. Fill out the
waivers, pay the boogie fee, get lift tickets, get briefed on the drop
zone's layout and procedures. Just like jumping anywhere new, ask to
see an aerial photograph of the landing area, ask about the best “outs,’
check where power lines or bodies of water are, find out the current
jump run, ask about the DZ's normal exit order and landing procedures

and find out about the rules for low- versus high-performance landings.

Now is the time to be outgoing. Introduce yourself to the desig-
nated organizers for the discipline you enjoy, along with the rest of
the folks milling around. Frequent boogie attendee Randy Johnson
of Winston-Salem, North Carolina, says, “While it's good to jump with
your friends from your DZ, do a few organized loads, too, to meet all
new people. Or why not invite others to join your jump?” With
unknown jumpers you may want to keep it simple at first.

When loading the plane, pay attention to see if another plane is tak-
ing off at the same time. This can help determine how many canopies
may be landing when you are. Be sure to know the current landing
direction and how it is determined, and confirm that with the rest of
your load. As soon as the plane takes off, find where the landing area is
from the air and maybe even confirm it with a local jumper. Remem-
ber that at busy boogies and with unfamiliar people, planes and pro-
cedures, you'll need to be extra aware. Confirm with your group who is
under what kind of canopy and what color it is. Determine a breakoff
altitude and stick to it. At breakoff, make sure you know where people
are to the side, above and below you. Track hard and long. Once under
canopy, as always, have your head on a swivel and look to see if
another plane load is in the sky at the same time as yours.

If you'll be leaving the next day, pack the night before—you'll
thank yourself later. More often than not, we stay out too late during
the evening, so make sure to put yourself properly to bed and take
your shoes off so you are not the butt of jokes and photos the next
day. Katie Perrine of Mesa, Arizona, cautions, “Be aware of your sur-
roundings at all times. After all, what happens at a boogie stays in
cyberspace forever! Be safe, be social, laugh, use caution, know your
limits, and get some rest. In a few months you should be ready to do
it all over again. v
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Top: Over Midwest Freefall Sport Parachute Club in Ray, Michigan, (from left) Kristal
Ciamillo, Abe Sheppard, Art Farley and Bryan Hastings exit a train. Photo by Ann Rezbanyay.
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