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“SWOOP,” Here It Is… 2006 National Canopy Piloting Championships Descend on Wildwood, NJ
A Showcase of the Nation’s Fastest, Most Extreme Skydivers

FREDERICKSBURG, VA – August 2006 – Canopy piloting, a high-performance skydiving discipline also known as “swooping,” takes center stage along the beaches of Wildwood, New Jersey during the 2006 United States Parachute Association (USPA) National Canopy Piloting Championships, scheduled for Labor Day weekend, September 1-3, 2006.
Because of the extreme nature of Canopy Piloting, the event is limited to highly experienced skydivers who meet stringent qualifications.  Athletes demonstrate their skill and precision in maneuvering parachutes swiftly through a slalom-like course laid out on the ground and over water – in this case, the beaches of Wildwood on the Atlantic Ocean.  Competitors literally “swoop” towards the earth and pass through the course gates at speeds approaching 75 miles per hour!  
More than 40 of the country’s finest and fastest swoopers are expected at this year’s event, including Jonathan Tagle, Ian Bobo, Shannon Pilcher and J.C. Colclasure, who holds the world record for longest “swoop.”
The National Canopy Piloting Championships will include competitions in three different categories: Speed, Distance and Zone Accuracy.
The judging criteria are: 

· Speed: The competitor maneuvers his parachute through a course as fast as possible. 

· Distance: The competitor maneuvers his parachute through a course as far as possible.

· Zone Accuracy: The competitor maneuvers his parachute through a course collecting points for


contacting the surface of the water and for a precise landing.
The sport of Canopy Piloting demands far more than simply jumping out of a perfectly good airplane.  It takes strength, passion, precision, intense training and concentration.

According to Chris Needels, executive director of USPA, “Swooping is the most extreme discipline in the sport of skydiving and also one of the coolest and most cutting-edge.  It challenges speed limits and utilizes the latest technology and high performance elliptical parachutes – This is the future of skydiving.”
Canopy Piloting is considered the most visual skydiving discipline because of its proximity to spectators on the ground.  The best swoopers in the country will show off their daring feats in a controlled flight area on the beach between Widlwood’s two major piers – easily seen and enjoyed by thousands of holiday beachgoers along the Boardwalk.  This year’s competition marks the first time the action has been brought to a beach community.  The 2006 National Canopy Piloting Championships, hosted by Skydive Wildwood (www.skydivewildwood.com), are free and open to the public throughout the Labor Day weekend.  

Canopy Piloting debuted as an official skydiving discipline at the 2004 USPA National Skydiving Championships in Perris, California. 

The championships in Wildwood is the first official event of the 2006 USPA National Skydiving Championships, which continue on October 21-28 at Skydive Arizona in Eloy, Arizona.

This 49th annual event, expected to be the largest national competition in history, spotlights almost 1,000 skydivers competing in the five other skydiving disciplines: Formation Skydiving, Artistic Events (incl. Skysurfing, Freeflying and Freestyle), Freefall Style and Accuracy Landing, Canopy Formation and Sport Accuracy. 
About USPA
The United States Parachute Association is dedicated to the promotion of safe skydiving nationwide, establishing strict safety standards, training policies and programs at more than 270 USPA-affiliated skydiving schools and centers.  Each year, USPA’s 31,000 members and hundreds of thousands of first-time jump students make approximately three million jumps in the United States.  The Federal Aviation Administration recognizes and supports USPA's successful leadership role in the self-regulation of skydiving.  
Founded in 1946, USPA celebrated its 60th Anniversary in July of this year and has designated 2006 the “Year of the Skydiver.”  For more information and to learn about the high-flying adventure of skydiving, visit www.uspa.org or call (540) 604-9740.
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