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Windy City Blown Away (Again) by America’s Largest Skydiving Competition

2010 U.S. Parachute Association National Skydiving Championships Set to Launch Outside Chicago, September 10-24
FREDERICKSBURG, VA – July 30, 2010 – America’s most exciting, atmospheric action sport returns to Chicago this fall for the largest annual skydiving competition in the United States: the      2010 United States Parachute Association (USPA) National Skydiving Championships on September 10-24 at Skydive Chicago, which previously hosted the event in 2007.

Over 500 of the country’s finest, fastest, most fearless aerial athletes will flock to Illinois to take the plunge and push their skydiving skills to the limit, competing for gold, silver and bronze medals in five spectacular disciplines: Formation Skydiving (4-way, 8-way, 10-way and 16-way formations), Artistic Events (which include stunning Freeflying and Freestyle), Freefall Style and Accuracy Landing (also known as the “Classics”), Canopy Formation and Vertical Formation Skydiving. See descriptions of disciplines below.
Skydive Chicago, an expansive 220-acre skydiving resort located southwest of Chicago along the banks of the scenic Fox River, will host this exhilarating showcase of parachuting proficiency. 
The championships are free and open to the public. From sunrise to sunset each day, sports fans and spectators can catch the adrenaline-pumping action happening thousands of feet above the drop zone on video monitors, as well as view hundreds of colorful canopies filling the sky and thousands of dramatic landings as competitors swoop swiftly, gracefully back to earth. 
Between jumps, visitors can experience the rush of competition firsthand and hang with the pros as they train and practice choreographed moves on the ground called “dirt dives.”
The schedule of events/competitions, many of which will be held concurrently during two intense weeks of nonstop competition, includes (subject to change based on weather and flying conditions): 

September 11-15
4-way Formation Skydiving 
September 13-17 
8-way Formation Skydiving 
September 14-17
Vertical Formation Skydiving
September 15-18
16-way Formation Skydiving

September 16-19
10-way Formation Skydiving

September 17-20
Artistic Events (Freeflying and Freestyle)

September 19-23 
Canopy Formation
September 20-24
Freefall Style and Accuracy Landing 


About USPA
Founded in 1946, the United States Parachute Association is dedicated to the promotion of safe skydiving nationwide, establishing strict safety standards, training policies and programs at more than 220 USPA-affiliated skydiving schools and centers throughout the United States. Each year, USPA’s 32,000-plus members and hundreds of thousands of first-time jump students make approximately three million jumps in the U.S. The Federal Aviation Administration recognizes and supports USPA's successful leadership role in the self-regulation of skydiving.  
For more information on first-time jumps and the adventure of skydiving, visit www.uspa.org or call 1 (800) 371-USPA.
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Skydiving Disciplines

2010 USPA National Skydiving Championships
(Photos and video of each skydiving discipline are available upon request.)

· Artistic Events: 

· Freeflying – A radical, truly three-dimensional competition where three-person teams freefall together in every imaginable orientation, usually upright or upside-down.
· Freestyle – Most akin to aerial ballet, with a jumper performing a graceful dance in freefall. 
A large portion of the score in all artistic events is how well the freefall camera flyer, who is part of the team, captures and presents the performance.
· Canopy Formation: Teams in the 2-, 4- and 8-way events deploy their parachutes immediately after exiting the plane and are timed as they build formations with their open parachutes, holding onto each other’s canopies. 

· Formation Skydiving: Sometimes referred to as “belly-flying,” teams in the 4-, 8-, 10- and 16-way events are timed as they form prescribed geometric formations in freefall before opening their parachutes. 
· Freefall Style and Accuracy Landing: Referred to as "the classics," style and accuracy are skydiving’s oldest disciplines. In style, an individual jumper performs a pre-determined series of loops and spins in freefall as quickly as possible. For accuracy, a jumper under his parachute tries to land on a quarter-sized dot on a landing tuffet. Combining their standings in each category determines the overall winner. 
· Vertical Formation Skydiving: A branch of freeflying that involves four competitors building a series of formations in a mix of upright and head-down vertical body positions.

