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U.S. Parachute Association’s 2006 National Skydiving Championships Finish on a (Sky)High Note – More Than 15,500 Skydives Wow Adrenaline Sports Fans!
ELOY, AZ – November 6, 2006 – The sky was the limit for hundreds of the nation’s most awesome aerial athletes who competed at the 2006 U.S. Parachute Association (USPA) National Skydiving Championships in Eloy, Arizona on October 21-28.  More than 15,500 skydives by almost 1,000 world-class skydivers from across the United States made it the largest skydiving competition in its 49-year history.
Gifted gravity-defying men and women simultaneously competed in five challenging skydiving disciplines: Formation Skydiving (including the 4-way, 8-way, 10-way and 16-way), Artistic Events (which include radical Skysurfing, Freeflying and Freestyle), Freefall Style and Accuracy Landing (also known as “Classics”), Canopy Formation and Sport Accuracy.
Skydive Arizona, among the world’s largest skydiving resorts, hosted the exciting weeklong competition, including live coverage on “Cold Pizza,” ESPN2’s daily morning sports show based in New York City.
Highlights from this year’s gold medal champions included:
Canopy Formation:
2-Way Sequential – Impaired (Zephyrhills, FL and Orange, MA)
4-Way Sequential and Rotation – Arizona Frayed Knot (Eloy, AZ)
Formation Skydiving:

4-Way Open – DeLand Groove (Deland, FL)

4-Way Advanced – Arizona Divewerkz (Eloy, AZ)

8-Way Open and 16-Way – Arizona Airspeed (Eloy, AZ)

10-Way – Perris 10 (Perris, CA)

Freestyle:

Robot Lords from Tokyo (Eloy, AZ)
Freeflying:


Spaceland Anomaly (Houston, TX)

Skysurfing:
Looks like Trouble (DeLand, FL and Eloy, AZ)
Style and Accuracy:

Men’s Overall – Jim Hayhurst (Bradfordwoods, PA)
Women’s Overall – Cheryl Stearns (Raeford, NC)
Team Accuracy – Skydive Rick’s (Petersburg, OH)
Winners of the open categories in 4-way formation skydiving, accuracy landing and the artistic events will represent the United States at the 2007 World Cups in Russia next August.

First-time skydivers 
Adrenaline sports fans don’t need to be professional skydivers to take to the skies.  In fact, all it takes is a half hour of ground instruction to prepare for a tandem jump – the easiest and most popular way to experience skydiving for the first time.  Tandem allows students to experience the thrill of freefall from 13,000 feet while securely harnessed to an experienced instructor.  There are other first-jump methods available that allow students to jump by themselves right away.  Either way, anyone can earn a license in as few as 25 jumps!
Picking a skydiving school is even easier.  Simply visit the online Drop Zone Directory at www.uspa.org/dz/index.htm to pick one of 260 USPA-affiliated drop zones and skydiving centers in the United States, typically within driving distance of most major cities and towns.  USPA Group Members pledge to follow USPA Basic Safety Requirements, including providing training by only USPA-rated instructors and using USPA-required equipment.  Students will skydive with some of the country’s finest professionally-trained instructors.

About USPA
The United States Parachute Association is America’s premier organization dedicated to the promotion of safe skydiving nationwide, establishing strict safety standards, training policies and programs at more than 260 USPA-affiliated skydiving schools and centers.  Each year, USPA’s 31,000 members and hundreds of thousands of first-time jump students make approximately three million jumps in the United States.  The Federal Aviation Administration recognizes and supports USPA's successful leadership role in the self-regulation of skydiving.  
Founded in 1946, USPA celebrated its 60th Anniversary in July of this year and has designated 2006 the “Year of the Skydiver.”  For more information and to learn about the high-flying adventure of skydiving, visit www.uspa.org or call (540) 604-9740.
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