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Note to Editors: Video examples of each skydiving discipline are available for viewing at 

www.uspa.org/AboutSkydiving/PressCenter.aspx. Photos available upon request.
Might as well Jump!

Skydive Daredevils to Take the Plunge at 2008 U.S. Parachute Association National Skydiving Championships – October 19-25
FREDERICKSBURG, VA – September 30, 2008 – America’s ultimate action sport will crank it up a notch during the 2008 United States Parachute Association (USPA) National Skydiving Championships on October 19-25 at Skydive Arizona.
Nearly 1,000 of the country’s most hardcore competitors will flock to sunny Eloy, AZ (located midway between Phoenix and Tucson in the heart of the Sonoran Desert) to push their aerial skills to the limit and go for the gold in six challenging skydiving disciplines: Formation Skydiving, Artistic Events (which include radical Skysurfing, Freeflying and Freestyle), Freefall Style, and Accuracy Landing (known as the “Classics”), Canopy Formation and Vertical Formation Skydiving. See descriptions of disciplines below. 
One of this year’s highlights will be a new discipline called Vertical Formation Skydiving (VFS), introduced at the 2007 Nationals in Chicago. VFS is the art of building formations during freefall with multiple competitors while taking on tricky high-speed vertical body positions, feet-first or head-down.

Skydive Arizona, among the world’s largest skydiving resorts, will host USPA’s Annual National Skydiving Championships, considered one of the nation’s largest and most thrilling skydiving displays.
The championships are free and open to the public from sunrise to sunset each day. Sports fans can catch all the action happening thousands of feet above the drop zone on large video monitors, as well as view thousands of dramatic landings as hundreds of skydivers swoop swiftly, gracefully back down to earth.

Between jumps, spectators can experience the energy and excitement of drop zone culture at its coolest and the unique camaraderie of competition. They can get up-close and personal to meet the pros, watch them prepare for jumps and train on the ground. “Dirt dives,” teams practicing their meticulously choreographed jumps on the ground, are a common sight around the drop zone during Nationals.
Some of the high-flying events will be held concurrently during the intense week of nonstop competition.
The schedule of events includes (subject to change based on weather and flying conditions):
October 20-23 – 4-way and 8-way Formation Skydiving competitions 
October 21-25 – Canopy Formation competition

October 22-25 – Freefall Style and Accuracy Landing competitions
October 23-25 – 10-way and 16-way Formation Skydiving competitions, and Artistic Events (Skysurfing, Freeflying and Freestyle)
October 24-25 – Vertical Formation Skydiving competition
October 25 – Awards banquet
Winners of the 4-way formation skydiving and the artistic events will represent the United States at the World Cup in the Czech Republic, August 30-September 6, 2009.
About USPA
The United States Parachute Association is dedicated to the promotion of safe skydiving nationwide, establishing strict safety standards, training policies and programs at more than 200 USPA-affiliated skydiving schools and centers throughout the United States. Each year, USPA’s 31,000+ members and hundreds of thousands of first-time jump students make approximately three million jumps in the U.S.. The Federal Aviation Administration recognizes and supports USPA's successful leadership role in the self-regulation of skydiving.  
Founded in 1946, USPA and the sport of skydiving celebrated its 60th Anniversary in July 2006.  For more information and to learn about the awesome adventure of skydiving, visit www.uspa.org  or call 1-(800) 371-USPA.
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Skydiving Disciplines

2008 USPA National Skydiving Championships
(Video examples of each skydiving discipline are available for viewing at  www.uspa.org/AboutSkydiving/PressCenter.aspx. Photos available upon request)
· Artistic Events: These events include: 

· Skysurfing – A jumper performs spins, loops and twists, riding a surfboard on nothing but air.
· Freeflying – A radical and truly three-dimensional competition where three-person teams freefall together in every imaginable orientation, carefully choreographed for speed and excitement. 
· Freestyle – A jumper combines the dynamics of gymnastics with the elegance of dance in an aerial performance starting 13,000 feet above the ground.  

A large portion of the score in all the artistic events is how well the image is captured and presented by the freefall camera flyer that is part of the team.

· Canopy Formation: Teams in the 2-, 4- and 8-way events deploy their parachutes immediately after jumping from the plane and are timed as they form prescribed geometric formations with their open parachutes; making contact with each other, being careful not to entangle them. 
· Formation Skydiving:  Teams in the 4-, 8-, 10- and 16-way events are timed as they form prescribed geometric formations in freefall before opening their parachutes.

· Freefall Style and Accuracy Landing:  Competitors make a prescribed number of jumps where they perform a precise series of turns and loops for the ground video camera. Then, on separate jumps, they try to land precisely on a three-centimeter target, which is about the size of a quarter. Combining their standings in each category selects the overall winner. 
· Vertical Formation Skydiving: Skydiving’s newest official discipline is the art of building formations in freefall with multiple competitors (typically 4-way) gripping each others' limbs or specially designed "grippers" on their jumpsuits, while using high-speed vertical body positions normally associated with freeflying.
