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Windy City to Host Hundreds of Skydivers at 2007 U.S. Parachute Association National Skydiving Championships – September 8-21
Country’s Ultimate Action Sport Celebrates 50 Years of Competition
FREDERICKSBURG, VA – July 12, 2007 – Nearly 1,000 of the nation’s finest, fastest and most extreme aerial athletes will take the plunge at the 2007 United States Parachute Association (USPA) National Skydiving Championships – expected to be the largest national competition to date.  

This is a historic year for USPA as skydiving celebrates 50 years of national competition. The National Skydiving Championships, scheduled for September 8 through 21, 2007, are considered one of the most thrilling and visually exciting aerial displays in the nation.

Sports fans will be psyched to see the clear blue skies of Ottawa, Illinois (located 70 miles southwest of Chicago) filled with hundreds of colorful parachutes as the nation’s top-rated men and women go for the gold and simultaneously compete in seven challenging skydiving disciplines: Formation Skydiving, Artistic Events (which include radical Skysurfing, Freeflying and Freestyle), Freefall Style and Accuracy Landing (also known as “Classics”), Canopy Formation, Canopy Piloting (popularly known as “swooping”) and Vertical Relative Work (VRW). (Note descriptions of disciplines below.)
Skydive Chicago, a 230-acre skydiving training and recreation center located along the banks of the scenic Fox River and surrounded by miles of green pastures, will host the 2007 USPA National Skydiving Championships.
The championships are free and open to the public. Spectators from throughout the Midwest are invited to check out the thrill of freefall firsthand and discover the energy and excitement of drop zone culture at its coolest. Spectators can catch the action happening thousands of feet above the drop zone on large video monitors, as well as view thousands of dramatic landings as skydivers land swiftly, gracefully back to earth. 
Between jumps, visitors can meet the pros and watch these amazing competitors prepare for jumps and train on the ground. “Dirt dives,” teams practicing on the ground before the jump, are a common sight around the drop zone during Nationals.
Some of the high-flying events will be held concurrently during two intense weeks of nonstop competition, from sunrise to sunset each day.
The schedule of events includes (subject to change based on weather and flying conditions):
September 8-12 
4-way Formation Skydiving competition 
September 10-14 
8-way Formation Skydiving competition 
September 11-15
Style and Accuracy Landing competitions
September 13-17 
16-way Formation Skydiving competition

September 14-17 
10-way Formation Skydiving competition 

September 14-18 
Canopy Formation competition

September 15-21
Artistic Events (Skysurfing, Freeflying and Freestyle)
September 16-19
Vertical Relative Work

September 17-19
Canopy Piloting competition 



September 19
Evening awards presentation and banquet for all events

Winners of the canopy piloting (swooping) event will represent the United States at the World Cups this November in Australia; the best of the 4-way formation skydiving and the artistic events will serve on U.S. Teams next August in France.
About USPA
The United States Parachute Association is dedicated to the promotion of safe skydiving nationwide, establishing strict safety standards, training policies and programs at more than 200 USPA-affiliated skydiving schools and centers. Each year, USPA’s 31,000 members and hundreds of thousands of first-time jump students make approximately three million jumps in the United States. The Federal Aviation Administration recognizes and supports USPA's successful leadership role in the self-regulation of skydiving.  
Founded in 1946, USPA celebrated its 60th Anniversary last year.  For more information and to learn about the high-flying adventure of skydiving, visit www.uspa.org or call (540) 604-9740.
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Skydiving Disciplines

2007 USPA National Skydiving Championships

(spectacular B-roll/photos available of each discipline)

· Artistic Events: These events include: 

· Skysurfing – A jumper performs spins, loops and twists, riding a surfboard on nothing but air.
· Freeflying – A radical and truly three-dimensional competition where three-person teams freefall together in every imaginable orientation, carefully choreographed for speed and excitement. 
· Freestyle – A jumper combines the dynamics of gymnastics with the elegance of dance in an aerial performance starting 13,000 feet above the ground.  

A large portion of the score in all the artistic events is how well the image is captured and presented by the freefall camera flyer that is part of the team.

· Canopy Formation: Teams in the 2-, 4- and 8-way events deploy their parachutes immediately after jumping from the plane and are timed as they form prescribed geometric formations with their open parachutes; making contact with each other, being careful not to entangle them.

· Canopy Piloting (“Swooping”): Athletes demonstrate their skill and precision in maneuvering parachutes at incredibly high speeds through a slalom-like course laid out on the ground and over water. Competitors literally “swoop” toward the earth and pass through the course gates at speeds approaching 75 miles per hour! Competitors are judged on Speed, Distance and Zone Accuracy. Swooping is considered the most extreme discipline in the sport of skydiving.

· Formation Skydiving:  Teams in the 4-, 8-, 10- and 16-way events are timed as they form prescribed geometric formations in freefall before opening their parachutes.

· Freefall Style and Accuracy Landing:  Competitors make a prescribed number of jumps where they perform a precise series of turns and loops for the ground video camera. Then, on separate jumps, they try to land precisely on a three-centimeter target, which is about the size of a quarter. Combining their standings in each category selects the overall winner. 
· Vertical Relative Work (VRW): Vertical Formation Skydiving is the art of building formations in freefall with multiple competitors (VRW 4-way is currently the only official category) gripping each others' limbs or specially built "grippers" on their jumpsuits, while using high-speed body positions normally associated with freeflying. VRW was introduced last year and this is the first official VRW competition held at the National Skydiving Championships.
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