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Skydiving Soars in Popularity Both in the Air and Online
FREDERICKSBURG, VA (July 2007) – Summer is traditionally the busiest season for skydiving, as a large and diverse group of daredevils – from students to housewives to retirees – take to the skies and make the leap. 
According to the U.S. Parachute Association’s annual Skydiving Review, skydiving continues to soar in popularity with more than four million thrill-seekers across the country having made at least one jump. Last year alone, nearly 31,000 members along with first-time students made nearly 3 million jumps at more than 200 USPA-affiliated drop zones and skydiving schools.  

And just as many adventure enthusiasts are jumping onto websites to post photos and video of their high-flying venture, share exuberant feelings of fun, fear and triumph and prove to everyone online – from family and friends to complete strangers – that they’re capable of doing something as daring and extreme as skydiving.
They say a picture says a thousand words. USPA officials found that there are 43,735 photos tagged “skydive” on Flickr.com.  And some 6,169 people posted skydiving on their list of top lifetime goals on 43things.com. And the most commonly searched phrase on Skydivingmovies.com is “AFF” (which stands for Accelerated Freefall – a common first-time jump method).

Following is a by-the-numbers snapshot of some other fun skydiving stats, gleaned from the USPA and other sources:
· $811.2 million: Earnings for “Independence Day,” the highest grossing film featuring a dramatic skydiving scene (Source: imdb.com)
· 100,000 to 1:  Odds of something going awry during a skydive

· 13,000:  Freefall height in feet during a tandem jump

· 1984:  The year Van Halen’s song “Jump” hit #1 on Billboard’s Hot 100 Chart (Source: “The Billboard Book of Top 40 Hits”)
· 224:  Posts mentioning the phrase “pink jumpsuit” on www.dropzone.com

· 100 years and 60 days: Age of oldest recorded skydiver (Source: GuinnessWorldRecords.com)
· 83:  Percentage of total skydivers who are men

· 35:  Average age of USPA members
· 35:  Percentage of skydivers who reside on the East Coast

· 23:  Percentage of skydivers who reside on the West Coast

· 29:  Percentage of skydivers (men and women) in their 30s

· 18:  Percentage of skydivers under 30

· 17:  Percentage of skydivers in the computer or engineering professions

· 6:  Percentage of skydivers who are students

Fortunately, adrenaline sports fans don’t need to be superheroes or extreme aerial athletes to take to the skies.  If you’ve ever dreamed of skydiving, all it takes is a half-hour of ground instruction to prepare for a tandem jump – the easiest and most popular way to experience skydiving for the first time. Tandem allows students to experience the thrill of freefall from 13,000 feet while securely harnessed to an experienced instructor. 

Other first-jump methods such as AFF allow students to jump solo right away.  And just about anyone can earn a license in as few as 25 jumps.  

For more jaw-dropping statistics and mind-boggling images, or to find an accredited skydiving school/center in your area, log onto the sports official website at www.uspa.org.  

USPA is America’s premier organization dedicated to the promotion of safe skydiving nationwide, establishing strict safety standards, training policies and programs at over 200 affiliated skydiving schools/centers.  The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) recognizes and supports USPA’s successful leadership role in the self-regulation of skydiving.

This year USPA celebrates the 50th anniversary of the National Skydiving Championships, which will host the sport’s largest and most exciting competition at Skydive Chicago Sept. 8 – 21.
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