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DOWN TO EARTH COSTS BUST SKYDIVING MYTH
—Here’s a Thrill You Can Afford

FREDERICKSBURG, VA – May 12, 2006 – Skydiving is like the ultimate amusement park ride, in which participants get a 70-second free fall and two minutes of gliding bird-like under a parachute.  It’s perhaps the most exciting adrenaline sport of all.
It is also a high-flying value when the thrills per dollar are compared with other adventure pastimes like scuba diving or snow skiing.

“When the adrenaline rush, personal bonding, welcoming attitude, energetic scene and drop zone accessibility are factored in, skydiving wins hands down in affordability,” says Chris Needels, executive director of the United States Parachute Association (USPA).

He point out that many skydiving drop zones are in rural areas where lodging options are inexpensive motels or campsites, enhancing the sports easy accessibility.  There are more than 250 USPA-affiliated skydiving schools and centers in the U.S., typically within driving distance of most cities and towns.

When you consider driving to a drop zone versus a ski or scuba trip, accessibility and costs associated with those sports, skydiving actually comes out cheaper.

A ski trip, for instance, might include costly travel by car or plane, equipment rental or purchase, lift tickets, food at ski lodge prices and accommodations.  After paying for lessons, beginners often spend much time on their backsides instead of gliding gracefully down the slopes.

Recreational scuba diving presents similar costly considerations.  For great scuba diving, many people head to faraway destinations where the high costs of airfare and resort costs again come into play, not to mention lessons for certification and equipment rental or purchase.  

Here are some cost comparisons associated with first-time skydiving, scuba diving and snow skiing:

Skydiving

Scuba diving

Snow skiing

Training:
approx $200/tandem
$150 at a resort

$50 with group


approx $300/AFF
$600 open water
$100 one-on-one


(accelerated freefall)
certification
Duration:
70-second freefall
40 minutes per dive
5-minute average run



2 minutes under chute

Session cost:
$100 for 5-jump day
approx. $200 for
approx. $60 daily lift ticket 

3-dive day

Lodging:
$50 per night motel
$300 per night

$300 per night



(or campsite for less)
upscale resort

upscale ski resort

TOTALS:
$250 - $350  

$650 - $1,100

$410 - $460

Each year about 300,000 Americans spread their “wings” and skydive. It’s affordable, easily accessible, and almost anyone can try it. And with first time jump students and experienced skydivers making nearly three million jumps annually, there certainly seems to be a winning approval.  
“Adventure sports may not be light on the wallet, but neither are other popular recreational sports like golf,” Needels points out.  “You get what you pay for with skydiving.  It’s an exciting experience that literally flies circles around other sports.” 
About USPA

The United States Parachute Association (USPA) is dedicated to the promotion of safe skydiving nationwide through establishing strict safety standards, training policies and programs at more than 250 USPA-affiliated skydiving schools and centers.  Each year, USPA’s 33,000 members and hundreds of thousands of first-time jump students make approximately three million jumps in the United States.  
Founded in 1946, USPA celebrates its 60th anniversary in 2006 with a year-long “Salute to the Skydiver” and dedication in May of its new national headquarters in Fredericksburg, Virginia.  For more information, visit www.uspa.org or call (540) 604-9740.
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