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1.

SAFETY AND TRAINING COMMITTEE AGENDA

Discuss changing the gear check BSR (2-1.G.1.d.) language. Tandem examiners seem to think that the

wording does not consider the upper and lower attachment points for the tandem student harness, which
cannot be attached before boarding the aircraft.

2.

Discuss if we should change terminology so that a candidate should have the most current versions of

manuals now because the most current version is always available on the website or Amazon for printed
versions.

5.

6.

Proposed Motion: Revise the current guidance, advocating that course candidates should possess
the latest edition of the course manuals.

Discuss adding tandem methods BSRs and recommendations
a. Adding a BSR that prohibits wingsuit tandems.
b. Adding a BSR that lower laterals must be attached for landing.
c. Discuss adding guidance that new tandem instructors should not jump any tandem canopy that is
smaller than 330 Sq. Ft.
d. Discuss changing the number of front rides required for a Tandem Examiner rating.

Discuss re-wording section 7, section summary note, to be more consistent with current requirements.
Currently Reads:

NOTE: All intentional off airport parachute jumps require a certificate of authorization (FAR 105.21).
Submit FAA form 7711-2 with the local FSDO to obtain a certificate of authorization. Any jumps made
without a certificate of authorization may not be covered under USPA third-party liability insurance.

Suggested Update:

Note: For all intentional off-airport jumps, USPA recommends submitting FAA Form 7711-2 with the
local FSDO to obtain a certificate authorization (FAR 105.21). To be covered under USPA third-party
liability insurance, the off-airport drop zone must comply with USPA Basic Safety Requirements and all
applicable state and federal laws.

Discuss if it is time to implement a mandatory canopy size.

Discuss adding an option for continuing online education provided by USPA through online training

modules that could be done in lieu of the rating renewal seminar.

Proposed Motion: Instruct staff to modify the rating renewal requirements to incorporate an online
continuing education option. Also, update the definition of ‘Rating Renewal Seminar’ to ensure it is
consistent with the level of continuing education provided by the online option. (to be implemented
1/1/2025)

Discuss options to clarify an issue of foreigh and USPA ratings being utilized outside the US.

Example: Polish instructor doing a night tandem. As a USPA instructor working in Poland, they could not
take the student at night. Currently, if they only hold a rating in Poland, they can. But if they ALSO hold
a USPA rating, they technically cannot.

A caveat is that it would allow them to pick and choose which rating they are using at any time, which
could be a can of worms.
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Motion: Move to amend SIM 2-1.A.1. from “...but must comply with the USPA BSR when instructing
student skydivers.” to “...but must comply with the USPA BSR when instructing student skydivers unless
the instructor simultaneously holds the appropriate instructional rating issued by the country where the
jump is completed, in which case, they must follow the rules applicable to that rating as outlined by the
issuing body of that rating.”

8. Discuss adding buddy checks to SIM section 5-4. (Chuck Akers)

Proposed: (adding parts a and b)

SIM section 5-4 PRE-JUMP SAFETY CHECKS AND BRIEFINGS.

A. EQUIPMENT PREPARATION IS ESSENTIAL

4. Students progressing through the training program and all experienced jumpers should review all of the

items on these lists to familiarize themselves with the wide range of details.
a. Additionally, it is highly recommended that every jumper, regardless of experience level,
engages in a mutual gear check with another qualified jumper. This peer-review process is an
essential safety-verification step to identify and rectify any oversights or errors in equipment
preparation.
b. The practice of mutual gear checks cultivates a culture of collective responsibility and
vigilance, enhancing safety standards in skydiving activities.

Proposed Motion: Move to add to SIM section 5-4.A.4. “a. Additionally, it is highly recommended that
every jumper, regardless of experience level, engages in a mutual gear check with another qualified
jumper. This peer-review process serves as an essential safety verification step to identify and rectify any
oversights or errors in equipment preparation. b. The practice of mutual gear checks cultivates a culture of
collective responsibility and vigilance, enhancing safety standards in skydiving activities.”

9. Discuss consolidating the requirements for converting non-USPA tandem ratings to USPA Tandem
instructor ratings.
IRM T-1.F. CONVERTING A MANUFACTURER OR FOREIGN COUNTRY'S TANDEM RATING
TO A USPA TANDEM INSTRUCTOR RATING

Proposed Motion: move to change IRM section T-4.F. to read:
1. All persons must meet the following requirements:

a. Have or have had a Coach rating; otherwise, they must attend a Coach course and
earn a Coach rating.
b. Have logged at least 15 tandem jumps in the previous 12 months and met the
manufacturer’s currency requirements for the last 90 days.
C. Completed items 1-3 and 5-12 on the USPA Tandem Instructor Rating Course
Proficiency Card.
d. Submit a current manufacturer (recognized by the USPA) or foreign aero club
tandem rating, Tandem Instructor Rating Course Proficiency Card, medical certificate
and rating fee to USPA Headquarters for processing.

10. Discuss the motion that passed the winter meeting 2023.
Firstly, the title of IRM Section A-1.4, "Candidates who have met all the following requirements may
attend the USPA AFF Instructor Rating Course," includes a criterion regarding "good judgment and
integrity throughout ... the course." This appears to be misplaced and would be more fitting in a section
that addresses conduct during the course. Therefore, it should be relocated to a more relevant section,
such as where course conduct is discussed.
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11.

Secondly, the requirement of demonstrating "good judgment and integrity" is currently specific to the
AFF course. However, these qualities are universally important across all instructional courses. It's
advisable to expand this requirement to encompass all courses. This can be done by removing it from
IRM Section A-1.A.4.f and integrating it into all instructional methods in their "What is required to pass
this course?" section.

Previous change:

Winter 2023 Motion: Move to add IRM section A-1.A.4.f. “demonstrated good judgement and integrity
throughout the rating course”. (Passed by unanimous consent)

IRM A-1.B.4or5.:

4. Candidates who have met all the following requirements may attend the USPA AFF Instructor Rating
Course:

a. reached the age of 18 years
b. holds or has held any USPA instructional rating

c¢. must have held a USPA Coach or Instructor rating for at least 12 months, or have least 500
jumps

d. issued a USPA C license
e. logged six hours of freefall time

f. demonstrated good judgment and integrity throughout the rating course

Proposed Motion: Remove IRM section A-1.A.4.f. and insert similar terminology into all rating methods
in their “What is required to pass this course?” section.

Discuss cleaning up the language on how to use DE in the Getting Started section of the IRM.

Proposed Motion: Move to change IRM Section 1-4.C.3.b.(3) to read “Once a course candidate has
completed the all-lecture portions to include evaluation briefings under the course director examiner, a
designated evaluator who is an examiner in another method and has taught 5 rating courses in that
method, may complete all evaluations upon the approval of the examiner who is the course director. The
course director examiner must complete all required paperwork, rating certifications and ensure the timely
completion of the course.”

12. Discuss the implications of leaving the Firebird Omaga tandem system in the IRM when the company is
coming up with a new manual and recommendations on its system. Do we want to remove the system until
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we have reviewed their documentation and ensured it meets our requirements? Will we have a way to verify
their manufacturer’s ratings and the currency of their examiners?
Proposed Motion: Move to remove IRM T-1.A.6.c.(7) Firebird Omega (FO)

13. Get an update for the committee on the project's progress involving dive flow videos. (Jen Sharp and
Nikko)

14. Get an update from the Canopy Taskforce. (Sherry Butcher)
e New A license card
o Discuss adding that a student must perform satisfactory PLF on any student landing as a
requirement for an A license. This should be added similarly to the stand-up landing requirement on
the A-license progression card.
o Are we getting rid of the A-license proficiency card?

15. Get an update from the Tandem Canopy sub-committee. (Angie Aragon 10-15 mins presentation)
Proposed Motion: Move to approve the beta testing of canopy dive flows for new tandem instructor
training

16. Get an update from Michael Knight and Ray Lallo on a medical-certificate option for tandems.

17. Discuss if tracking suits should be included in the 200 jump recommendations for wing suits.
Get a report from Angie Aragon from the Summer Board Meeting 2023: Come back to the Committee
with terminology for a recommendation to be put in SIM sections 6-9. The sub-committee will investigate
the need for a BSR.

18. Discuss Larry Hill’s proposal to amend the age BSR. Mr. Hill proposes three possible scenarios that
could better serve the organization regarding our age requirement:
o Set the age in the BSRs to the age of consent and make it non-waiverable
e Remove the age requirement from the BSRs and put it in the SIM where it would not require a
waiver
e Remove age from all USPA manuals

19. Discuss ERC appointment of Frank Carreras-DeWitz #67631.
Proposed Motion: Move to appoint Frank Carreras-DeWitz #67631 as an Examiner Rating Course
Director.

20. Discuss and evaluate the process of approving new examiners. The current process may be deficient
leading to safety problems and must be analyzed to ensure the training of competent and safe AFF instructors
(coaches) by “quality” AFFI Examiners. (Rob Laidlaw)

21. Discuss a complaint submitted by Rob Laidlaw
“There appears to be a prevailing dissatisfaction among a majority of professional participants regarding
the process, content, and overall objectives of the standardization workshops. This sentiment was
particularly pronounced after the ‘Reno 23’ standardization meetings.”

Walvers
22. Age waiver for Alyssa Schreffler #384532 (To earn a license)
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23. Restricted A license for Laurie Benoit #386356 (Tandem only)
24. Age waiver for Laila Pergande (non-USPA member — to earn a license)
25. Waiver to earn a B license without water training submitted by Jamey Griner #308579
26. Waiver for Jeffrey R. Whitt # 186602 to renew his AFF, Tandem and Examiner ratings due
skydiving
accident.

27. Age waiver for Sam Antonivich #375593 to earn USPA licenses at age 16

28. Waiver for Bram Clement for an AFF IRC with remote supervision using his DE for onsite course
supervision

29. Discuss the extension or permanent approval of Sammy Vassilev’s Las Vagas Strip temporary tandem
waiver.

30. Discuss a waiver requesting permission to conduct USPA Instructional Ratings Courses at a non-USPA.-
Member Dropzone (Wisconsin Skydiving Center).





